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q HE dark age of celebrity
parents monetising their
cherubic children dawned

many years before the scourge of
selfies, social media and smart
phones.

In the handsomely crafted
drama Goodbye Christopher
Robin, battle-scarred author 
A A Milne (Domhnall Gleeson) 
and his wife Daphne (Margot
Robbie) treat their young son 
(Will Tilston) as a sales tool in the
mid-1920s to promote the 
literary adventures of a hunny-
loving bear called
Winnie-The-Pooh.

The sacrifice of one little boy’s
childhood innocence for the
happiness and healing of a shell-

shocked Britain, which has been
devastated by the Great War, is at
the wounded heart of Simon
Curtis’ picture.

The script by Frank Cottrell-
Boyce (working from an original
work by A Bear Named Winnie
co-writer Simon Vaughan),
gradually exposes the anguish and
resentment that festered beneath
the Hundred Acre Wood.

It’s an emotionally chilly film,
reflected in Gleeson’s restrained
performance, which internalises
Milne’s post-traumatic stress and
shuts out his family as well as us.

Goodbye Christopher Robin is
dedicated to the late producer
Steve Christian, who died earlier
this year.
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‘Sales tool’ – Will Tilston stars as A A Milne’s son Billy Moon in a scene from
the film Goodbye Christopher Robin Picture:ALLSTAR/FOX SEARCHLIGHT
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advertisements from tour operators if they are an agent

for, or member, of ABTA ATOL or AITO and verified as such. 
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your added security.

The Catholic Who’s Who and Yearbook contains the biographies of more than 4,000 Catholics
of significance, as well as those who, in any capacity, have given service and dedication to

the Church across the UK and Ireland. First published in 1908, this directory continues to be the
leading point of reference and discussion for Catholics in all walks of life.

We are now welcoming new entrants to this prestigious publication. If you know of anyone
who deserves to be nominated, please send me their details and we’ll do the rest.

Please write to: Joseph Kelly, Editor, The Catholic Who’s Who, Guardian Print Centre, 
Longbridge Road, Trafford Park, Manchester M17 1SN

“The Catholic Who’s Who
is the most practical and
important record in
modern England. 
It is the record of how
much of modern 
England remains or 
returns to that without
which her civilisation
will perish.”

G K Chesterton

We’re seeking new entrants for the 2018 Catholic Who’s Who

Ancient jewel that’s
prospered for more
than two millennia
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Flourishing – The ancient walled town of Volterra in western Tuscany is the most important centre for alabaster, excavating in nearby mines

Hidden Gems
Fr Michael Collins

‘Paradise’ – ‘Although the main castle is extremely comfortable, the Borgo Pignano experience is more than
lounging around gazing at the surrounding countryside’


